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| The Deliverances of. the Proteſtant "Churches of 
| Great Britain and Ireland from the Evil Defigns of Papiſts. -, - 


be Reformation Protedled by: ihe 
„ „ + 


PREACH' "Dis"; 
auls Cathedral, Londs 
N O N DAY October the 2 234. I 710. . 


1 BeroRe TEE 


being their \oniverſary- - Day of Meetin g in 
Commemoration of their DELIVENAN CA from the 


Barbarous Maſſacre committed by the Papiſts 1 in Ireland, 
in the Year, 1641. : „„ e 


- 


DANE, D. D. Rector of A. 
Saints in Colcheſte „ and Chaplain to his Grace the 
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J His GRACE « FS 


puke of ORMOND, 


Lord Lieutenant General. 
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AND 


General Governor of Ireland.” 
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My Loon: 


T' the Req "ey 'of the Gentlemen of Ire- l 
1 5 2 did me the Honour to Hear 
this Sermon preach?d, it is now fubliſhd... 
our Mutual and Hearty Concern for” 

Bent Church we belong to, and Happy 


2215 


| Ge on wwe live under, will appear to the 


Vorld. Aud as it contains a SUMMAYY. Acs- 


| [| l 1 2 


unt of our Deliverances, from the many. At-- 
Enpt, of Papiſts we our Holy Religion: eſpe- 
a That of the Triſh Rebellion aud Maſſacre, 
1 wy Tear, Sixteen 1 Forty aud One; 


Te 


x 
— , — 


I beg leave to Offer it to Your Grace, as 
Mark, as well of the profound Reæſpect du 
from every Patriot to a Family ſo Eminenth 1 
Inſtrumental in that Great Deliverance ; as H 
the moſt humble Duty of, . 


Your GRA CE's m 


FR. To L | a m 
Ct Obedienti 7 
Servant and Chaplain, 5 
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Novemb. the 2d. FF . 
1710. . 1 . | =. 
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ho delivered us from ſo great a death, and 


yet deliver us. 


miſh Naligion and Intereſt who pretend to 
excue, much more who go about to juſtify 


the horrid ind moſt barbarous Fact we now comme- 


morate he Maſſacre and Deſtruction of ſo many 


'S Thouſands of the Proteſtants of Ireland, in the Year 


Sixteer} Hundred Forty and One. For whether the 

Pretences of the Actors of that bloody Tragedy were, 

that they had the King's Commiſhan Gag what 2 
did, or that they did but maintain the King's Cau 


againſt the Puritans, or both; yet theſe were but 


Pretences, and ſuch will Rebels ever have to exerciſe 
the mgſt cruel Barbarities. And the whole Matter 


will appear (to any one that ſhall read the Hiſtory | 


F' ſomething elſe was aimed at; even the . of "#4 
7 nnen Religion, by the Rebels called Hereſ );; 
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doth deliver: in whom we truſt that he will 


7 E Y muſt be ſtrangely bigotted to the Ro- 
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But whatever may have been the Pretences, and 
however the Rebellious Iriſb Papiſts might be encou- 
raged from the Troubles in England, to ſtrike the Fa. 
tal Blow at that time, and within the ſpace of one 
Month to Murder, as one Chronicle has it (Baker) 
the Perſons of above 200000 Men, Women and 
Children; many of them with exquiſite and unheard- 
of Tortures: but by a more moderate Computation, 
| and within the Space of Three Monthsg from the Date 
F of this Fatal Day, 154000 Iunocents n cold Blood. 
- Vet ſurely nothing can be urgea with any Face of 
* Reaſon or Conſcience, to leſſen and extenute fo hor- 
Y rid and deteſtable a Crime, or juſtify ſo. great a Death, 
much leſs to hallow and conſecrate it. 


pitched upon theſe Words of St. Paul, which I thought 
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by the Providence of God. 


3 


Me have received the ſentence of death in our ſ elves, that 


we mig bt not me in our ſelves, but in God who raiſes 


the dead, v. 9. That having no Confidence at all in 


our own Wiſdom or Strength, we might wholly rely 


upon God, n hath delivered us, and doth deliver, &c. 


And before, in the 8th Verſe, he ſpeaks of the 
- Affiftions he ſuffered in Aſia, with which he and 


the other Chriſtians were oe our of meaſure, 

u88 ghd #eonitnum : a hove firength, d raw; They 

were not fue as wich were able to grapple with, but 
ſuch as made ther. deſpair of Life. 

Nau .hether to theſe Afflictions in Aſia our Apo- 


ſtle does more particularly refer, or to tlioſe at Epbe- | 


fu, where there was ſo great 2 Tumult, which was 
appeaſed by the Juſtice and Prudence of the Town- 

Clerk, Ads xix. v.32, and 35. Or whether he refers 
| tothe helliſh Conſpiracy of Forty of the Fews, who 
had bound themſelves with an Oath of xecration, 
and with an Auatbema or Curſe, not to eat or drink 
/ till they had Killed Paul: 1 ſay, whether to this, or 


to ſome other of his Deliverances, St. Paul refers, is 


not certain; but probably enough to this, among the 
reſt at leaſt, the Conſpiracy which his Countrymen 
had entred intPagainf} my 

So that we have in theſe Wards St. Pauls Acknow- 
ledgment of his own and Fellow-Chriſtians Delive- 
ances, which had been, and then were preſent, from 


a x greayz that is, a ſad ng miſerable Death, from the ; 


apparent Da er of a cruel Death. Which, tho? it 
was "Oy * the Gann 71 his Aer 8 Son gave to 
I "= the 


If 11 


and certain Death which they were threatned with: © 


© The Reformation Protected 


the chief Captain, and the Captain's hearkening to 
the Counſel of that Young Man; yet he aſcribes his 
Deliverance to God as the principal Author of it: 
For he well knew, that the Divine Providence 1s the 
| primary Cauſe of all Good; and that it is active in 
every good Cauſe; and does, tho' ſecretly, yet pow- 
erfully influence and over-rule all others, which: do 
but ep rd, and are his Inſtruments ; and when 
they act in contradiction to his Will, yet he makes 
them ſerve his own Deſigns, and they ſhall bring a- 
bout what he has determined to ceme W paſs. And 
after St. Paul had acknowledged God's Di Uverances, 7 
both before and lately, he encourages himſe@tft9 hope, 
that he will ſtill deliver both him and his * 


—— —äẽ— ͥ —r—3r — 


E ſhall now apply it to our own Caſe. 
Firſt, To our former and paſt, latter and preſent , 
PDeliverances: Who hath delivered us from ſo great 

a death, and doth deliver. „„ 
Secondly, To our future Deliverances: In whom 
duc truſt that he will yet deliver us. 


Having given you this brief Account of the Text, 


I. As to our former and paſt DelivErances, we ſhafl 
find, if we confider them, that God has in a moſt 
wonderful manner delivered the Profeſſors of the 
Chriſtian Religion, reformed from the Errors branoht 
in by the Church of Rome, or the Profeſfors of the 
Proteſtant Religion ; from ſundry an mamifold, evil 
and baſe Defigns of Papiſts in-Time*-paft ; from a 
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great, and fad, and' dreadful Death in 1641, Many 
Thouſands indeed died a Sacrifice to the Malice of 
M᷑ercileſs Enemies in that Year in Ireland; but many 
Thouſands alſo eſcaped, and were delivered by God's 
great and good Providence; which now brings us 
upon our Knees, with the Solemnſties of Thankſ- 
giving for ſo great a Deliverance. © 
Il might give you a long Hiſtory of our paſt Delive- 
rances, as they run parallel with thoſe of the Fews, 
did the Ling, of a. Sermon. permit me: A few Inſtan- 


ces I „ , . 
| The Peliveral- s of Gods Church and People 
make g# great Part of the Hiſtory of the Bible: 


Abrdham himſelf was a. great Type of this, wha 
met with great Dangers in his Travels ; out of which 
God delivered him, and bid him not to fear: Fear 

not Abraham, I am thy Shield, Gen. xv. I. Tſaac alſo, 
who was ready to be ſacrificed, but yet preſerved by 

an Angel from Heaven, Gen. xxij. was a Type of this: 
And ſo was Fojeph moſt remarkably,” whoſe being 
ſold as a Bondſla ve into Egypt, and there impriſoned; 
and by this means raiſed to great Power and Honour; 
ſhewed how God would raiſe his Church and People 
by Sufferings and Perſecution, and make that a Means 
to advance both, and make them flouriſn. 
This brings us into Egypt, where was one of the 
greateſt and earlieſt Deliverances of God's People, 
groaning under their cruel Oppreſſors and hard Task- 
dne, God delivered them by fuch a mighty Hand, 
and in ſueh an extraordinary Manner, as was the Sub 
ject of. all theiſ Hymns and Songs of Thankſgiving 
„ „„ 1 ever: 


” ; 
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ever after. And they were afterwards often delivered 
when they came into Canaan from their Enemies round 


about, who often oppreſſed them, and were near de- 


ſtroying them, when their Sins provoked God to let 


them be overcogge by their Enemies, and their City 
and Temple deſtroyed, and themſelves led Captives 
into Babylon. So that all ſeemed then to be loſt ; 
Country and Temple, and Religion and Laws, and 
every thing that was dear to em. 45 
Yet God was pleaſed to reſtore ah ain after a 
certain Number of Years, and to thak*thoſe under 
whom they were in Captivity, towe the Ingruments 
of this; as may be ſeen in the Books of Be and 


- oc 


NMebemiab. And whilſt they were under Captivity, 


there happened a greater Danger to 'em than any of 
the reft ; they were like to be all cut off. . A Necree 
or Edict was obtained from Ahaſuerus, a powerful 


Emperor, and Orders ſent into all Places, to deſtroy, 


to kill, and to cauſe to pertſh all eus, both young 
and old, Men, Women and Children in one day, 
J ((( 
Here was a bloody Maſſacre deſigned of all God's 
People; but it was extraordinarily prevented, and 
turned upon the Contriver of it, as may be ſeen in 
the Book of Eſtber. For this they obſerved their Feaſt 


of Purim, and had reaſon to devote a particular Time 


for a Memorial and Thankſgiving for ſo great a De- 
liverance. „ EIS Eg 
And this was the Riſe of moſt of the- Fewiſb 


Feſtivals, their Pentecoſt and Paſſoyer and, even 
the Sabbath it ſelf, as it was ftri6 Feuiſb, was 
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upon the account of their being delivered out of 


Thus when God marks a Day with a fignal and 
extraordinary Mercy, he makes it Holy, and ſelecs 
itz to be a Day of Thankfulneſs and Acknowledg- 

ment to Bimſelf. And this Day of Ours being marked 
with ſo many Kindneſſes, muſt they not be to us ſo 
many Obligations to remember it? It was but the 
Eve of this Day that the Rebellious Popiſh Plot in 
Ireland, aga i che Lives, Religion, Laws and Eſtates 
of Proteſtants, was providentially (I will not ſay ac- 
cidentally) diſcover d by Owen O Conelly, of Iriſh Ex- 
hüt a Proteſtant ; Time enough to ſave indeed 
e Lives of many Thouſands of Proteſtants, tho 
many (too many, God knows) fell, and were cruelly 
| butchered to fatisfy the Rage and Fury of deſigning, 
bigotted, Papiſts. Wo 5 

It were endleſs to ſum up the cruel Barbarities 
committed on this Day, and every Day, for about 
Three Months after, by Papiſts, upon the Bodies of 
Proteſtants. To tell you of Men being ript up alc, 
and their Bowels reeking; to have their Guts meaſu- 
red by the Yard : Or of the Cruelties uſed to the ten- 
derer Sex, and their Off- ſpring, Women and their 
Children. Of the Numbers of them that were 
drowned by the cutting down of Bridges, and burnt: 

alive by the Firing of n and Barns, ſometimes 
after à Promiſe of Safety. This is but what ye have 
often Heard already, and what would (if lodged upon): 
give ſuch & Djſturbance to your tender and compaſ-- | 

nate Natuss, as would render you incapable of: 
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going on with any tolerable Decency in the Duties 


of the Day. I do therefore induſtriouſly avoid ſay- 
ing any thing more of thoſe Inhumanities, and will 


only take notice how great the Miſery was, after the _ 


firſt Surprize, for them that did eſcape, to flee before 
ſuch cruel Enemies. | Ls „„ 
It was worſe, in Holy David's Opinion, than either 
Famine or Peſtilence. For when the Holy Man was 
put to the hard Choice of Three great Fwils ; Of ha- 


ving a Famine ſent into his Land: or ing purſued 
by his Enemies; or a Peſtilence ro rage im his King- 


dom: He choſe either of the Twowreat Evus of Fa- 
mine or Peſtilence, before falling into the hands of 


his Enemies: Let me fall, ſays he, into the hands of 


the Lord, for bs Mercies are great; and let me not fall 
into the hand of Man, 2 Sam. xxiv. 14. Into the hand 
of cruel, and mercileſs, and bloody Men, whoſe Rage 


lets them looſe, and Revenge knows no Bounds. 


When God ſuffers them to have Power in their Hands, 
to execute that Malice that is in their Hearts, tis a 
Miſery and Misfortune that is beyond either Plague 
or Famine; for it includes both in it, and ſome- 
JJ 
For as to Famine, in the Caſe before us; *thole 
poor Creatures, as the Hiſtory. tells us, were bé- 
rea ved of all Means of Living; They were ſpoiled 
of their Goods, and became a Prey to inſolent and |, 
rapacious Enemies: Who not only claimed a Dom. 


nion over their Faith and Conſciences, but alſo over 


their Eſtates and Purſes ; and for a Proteſtant to be 
Rich or Wealthy, was a ſufficient Hi ey. to _ 


a 


\ 


Po Jy the Provideneof Gol og Ni 
him: Witneſs the many, opulent Perſons that every ll 
Day arrived naked, and half ftarved at the Gates of 1 
the great City, and other tenable Forts in that King- ill 
dom, eſpecially in the North, 1 Jef - 1 


And as to the Plague, that deſtroys ſpeedily and 6 
ſuddenly : But a lingering Death, and being in daily 
Fear of being deſtroyed and murdered, and barba- 
rouſly uſed and butchered, as was the Caſe of many 
Thouſands of the Britiſb Proteſtants in Ireland This 
may, with gad Rea ſon. be thought worſe than either 

Famine or Exitilenc-. . 5 55 
hut after all, neither was this the worſt of it; 
our ua es and Eſtates were not to be put into the 
Balance with what is much dearer to us, Our Holy 
Religion, which was chiefly ſtruck at; Our Religion 
as by Law eſtabliſhed, the ſame with the Church of 
England; Our Religion, which is a Proteſtation a- 
gainſt all Impiety, Profaneneſs, and Immorality, as 
well as ib Idolatry and Falſe Worſhip: A Reli- 
gion, that bids us not negle& the Worſhip of God, 
when it forbids us to Worſhip him by an Image; 
that bids us not leave off Prayer, when it forbids us 
| to pray to Saints and Angels; that bids us Worſhip 
Cbriſt, and come to the Sacrament; as the peculiar 
Ordinance of doing ſo, and recognizing our Re- 
demption by him; but does not bid us Worſhip the 
Hoſt, or think the Maſs a Propitiatory Sacrifice. 
A Relioon, which when it threw off the Errors and 
Corruptipis of Rome, left us Chriſtianity in its Pri- 
mitivę 4 Hor and Purity. 17 51 B 
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I cannot leave this Particular, without making the 
Parallel between the Deliverances of the Fews, and 
thoſe of our Religion; and taking notice of a par- 
ticular Providence of God going along with us as, 


well as them, and attending our Religion as well as 


theirs. When God had, by the happy Reformation, 


brought us as it were out of Egypt, out of — — 
ome 


Queen ( Queen Elixabeth), which perfected and com- 
pleated the Reformation, in ſpite of all its then lurk- 


of Ever-blefled i an dae med 


Bondage and Darkneſs: Tho we were kept for 
Years as it were in the Wilderneſs in one Reign, 


Y was thrown 


(Hen. 8th's) when Political Popery 


off, ſo far as it was contrary to the ** emporal Rights 


of Kings ; ; Yet in the next Reign, a yohng King, 
(Edw. eth. ) Joſbua- like, brought us into the happy 
Canaan, and began to eſtabliſh the Reformation, which 
was old Chriſtianity, or Chriſtianity purg'd, and 
reform'd from the Errors and Superſtitions of Po- 
r 
"Ant as we were not without Enemies n we 
were in the next Reign (Queen Mary's ) deliverd 
over to em; when Popery, like an enraged Monſter, 
that had been chained, and was provoked, and was 
got looſe again, ſhewed its natural Rage and Ferit 
and ſucked the Blood of our Mart artyrs; and would 
have devoured and deſtroyed all, not God mg 
pleaſed to deliver Us by the happy Reign of another 


ing and cunning Enemies, who. _ t under- 


ground to deſtroy both it and e e was 
ſtill pleaſed to deliver us, and to r _ 


i 


by the Providence of God. 


and Saane to build and adorn, and eſtabliſh is 
Church and True Religion-in the World. 
However, thoſe Reſtleſs Enemies did not as wa 
defit from their Malice; ; and as low as they then 
were, and how ſeemingly the Three Kingdoms were 
out of any danger of Trouble from them, eſpecially 
at the latter End of that Reign: Let, without God's 
ſpecial Providence and Favour to deliver and pre- 
ſerve us, we were even then in Danger. For Po- 
ery (like try Hadra) tho' never ſo many of its 
leads are out < +, others will yet ſtill riſe. And 
therefore our chiel Secu rity was 20 God. 
eed not mention the many Arts uſed after- 
ward, co keep out a Proteſtant Prince ( James the 
Firſt) from the Throne. And when he was ſetled 
in it, in ſpite of the Pope s Bull ( Clement the 8th's ) 
which forbad the Papiſts receiving him ; What Hel- 
Iiſh reacts and Malicious Deſigns, were on 
foot? Such as no Story can equal: Nor can any 
Parallel be found in the Bible, of ſo great a Danger, 
or ſo, great a Deliverance: Which is Annually, and - 
with good Reaſon, acknowledged and remember'd 
by us on the Fifth of November, to the great Glory 
of God, who preſerved us, and to the Eternal Re- 
proach and Confuſion of chem that would have de- 
{tro „ 
he next Attempt v was that of This Day, when, 
Va the Forty Fews, that had bound themſelves with 
an Oatt,,not'to Eat nor Drink till they had Killed 
Paul ;, and as Hamam procured a Decree to cut off 
God's People N 5 2 * One Day; 3 Iriſh 
8 Kebel- 
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7 1 Papiits 5 not inferior to either in their 
Conſpiracy, pretended an Order, and probably 


bound themſelves with an Oath to Kill and Murder 
all Proteſtants in their Power. At leaſt, as the Mat- 


ter of Fact ſtands upon Record, They did Murder 


and Kill many Thouſands of them, and ſeized of all 
the Stroog-Holds in Ulſter, except Derry, Colrame, 
and the Famous Town and Caftle of Tnickilling „ 
which, Bleſſed be God, did not fall into their Hands, 
but were Places of Safety for Proteſta ats to flee to; 
as was Dublin, and ſome other Cit! es and Caſtles 1 in 
other Parts of the Kingdom. Wichout which, and 
the Providential Diſcovery I mentioned before, All 


Ireland might have been loſt in One Day. 


May therefore the Courage and Conduct of thoſe, 
who defended thoſe Places of Strength, be ever re- 


membered by us; May the Signal and Unparallel'd 


Services of the then Lieutenant-General of all the 


Proteſtant Forces, the Great OR MON D, be ne- 
ver forgot by Us, as being, under God, the chief 


| Inſtruments of Our Deliverance. But, aboyt all, 


let the Great and Good G OD receive from Us the 
due Tribute of Acknowledgment and Thankful- 
neſs for ſuch e Deliverances vouchſafed to Us. 
in Times paſt. e 
Tis ſo well known, ] think, that 1 need not ſpend 
much Time in telling you hen baſely the Rebels 
ſoothed up the Scottiſb Proteſtants; giving. out, that 
they were 1n > ty i them; ho beget N 
Faith of which Y abſtain d bony bone tf e Kram 
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the Lives and Fortunes of thoſe of that Nation, or 
that deſcended from them; yet to them alſo they 
were Barbarous and Cruel; and tho for fear of an 
Army from Scotland, they did not at firſt altogether Ex- 
erciſe the ſame Cruelty upon their Perſons as they did 
upon the Engliſh ; yes afterwards they did, and de- 
prived great Numbers of them of all their Goods, 
and forced them from their own Homes to ſhift for 
then un een nn nn 
Nor is it Are that I inſiſt upon the filly Pre- 
tences for ſa#hor,id a Rebellion: That the Parlia-- 
ment of England had made an AQ, That all the Irifb- 
| ſhould be compelled to the Proteſtant Worſhip. That 
the Refuſers, for the firſt Offence, ſhould forfeit all 
their Goods; for the ſecond, their Eſtates; and for 
the third, their Lives. But that no ſuch Act ever 
paſt, or any thing towards it, is plain; and therefore 
the mentioning ſuch Abſurdities, is not only enough 
to oor them, but an Argument that the real Pre-- 


tence for the horrid and cruel Maſſacre, was to root 
out what was by the Rebels thought Hereſy, and to 
ſtabliſh and ſettle Popery. - OT . 


Thus I have conſidered the Jriſb Maſſacre, and 
Jour happy Deliverance from it; together with many 
other former and paſt Deliverances of the Reforma- 

tion from the Evil ms of Papiſts, I come now 
to Conſider our latter and preſent Deliverances, And: 
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When I name our latter Deliverances, I am per- 
ſuaded many of you are before me in fn Thoughts 
as to what I ſhall ſay of them, becauſe ye have been 
ſo lately and ſo nearly Sharers in them: I mean our 
| Happy Deliverances in the laſt Reign, (King William 
the Third's) from the many and evident Dangers of 
the former (King James the Second's.') How great 
| thoſe Dangers were, we were ſufficiently ſenſible 
E of, when we were in them ; and how-oreat was our 
Joy when we heard of the Glorione undertaking of 
one Prince to endeavour, and the Lucky Abdication' 
of another to compleat our Deliverance, I need not 
ſay. But what has chang'd the Minds of fome,Men 
ſince, either to forget or leflen ſo great a Deliverance, 
I cannot tell; only we are apt to be more fenſible of 
| Mercies when we want them, and leſs ſenfible of 
Dangers when we are out of tlemn. 
And on the other hand, what has made others run 
into other Extremes, and from the Cafe of the Happy 
Revolution, go about to ſettle and eftabliſh Princi- 
| ples and Doctrines of Reſiſtanee, to the endangering 
the very Fundamentals of the Eugliſb Conftttution, 1 
cannot imagine. But this I am ſure of, tis hard for 
us who are the Guides of Souls, to touch upon any 
of theſe Points, without incurring the Cenſure of 
ſome Men. If we ſpeak of the Doty, Honour, and 
Obedience of the Subject to the Prince, we are 
thought by ſome to Preach away the Peorles L' Ege, 
ties, and to make them Slaves. And if ge ention 
the Liberties of the People, we are thouguc vy athers 
to Preach up Mutiny and Rebellion: Whereas it is 
. quite 
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ſtitution we live under. Tis not to my preſent Pur- 
poſe, to enter into a Detail of theſe Matters; but 
thus much I could not avoid ſaying, after mentioning 
a Deliverance from Popery and Arbitrary Power, 
which is acknowledg'd by all of us, to have been a 
marvelous Providence of God to us, and equal to, if 
not beyond all former Deliverances fince the Refor- 
Cuâddd 8 8 

For, notwithſtanding all the Craft and Malice of 
our Popiſn Adverſaries, they were never able to do 
for themſelves, what was done to their Hands in 
1686, and 1687. Had not Papiſts got the Power in- 
to their Hands? A Prince of their own Communion 


in the Throne; Prieſts and Friers at his Elbow; an 


open Defign upon our Religion and Church, which 
needed nothing to prove it. And can we think, that 
they who had contrived ſo many ways to deſtroy us 
before, would not make the beſt Uſe they could, of 
the Opportunity they then had in their Hands? Were 
not their Principles the ſame, and their Advantages 


Catholick Prince ſhould uſe his Power, to extirpate 
Hereſies and Hereticks out of his Kingdoms? And 


Power and Opportunity. Did we not ſee how far 
Counſellors, was gone in it here and in Ireland, in 
ſpite of all our Laws and Civil Societies? How he 
HY 1 | | | had 
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quite otherwiſe. And as on the one Hand, we would 
ve Cæſar his due; ſo on the other, we would ſe- 
cure the Peoples Rights, according to the happy Con- 
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nothing could excuſe him from this, but want of 


that Ulntrtanat> Prince, by the Inſtigation of Evil | 
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had broken down the ſtrongeſt Hold we had in Law * 
againſt Popery, which was the Teſt-Act? And by a 

Diſpenſing Power had made a Breach upon our Laws, 
and upon our whole Conſtitution. So that in ſpite 

of the Statute-Book, we had Popiſh Officers in the 

Army, Judges and Juftices upon the Bench, Coun- 

4 ſellors at the Board, and a Prieſt of the Romſb Com- 
1 munion fitting there ( Father Petre); and what 
l Crime that was in a Subject by our Laws, we all 


7 


1 Had we not Popiſh Worſhip jet up in many Streets 
= -- of this great City ? And did we not ſee it coming in 
i| apace upon us like an Inundation ; breaking down 
bt © - the ſtrongeſt Banks of Law and Government: And 
l - me Flenf that oppoſed it, actually fallen upon, 
1 and an Illegal High Commiſfion ready to Suipend 
and Deprive the Beſt of them that ſtood in their 
| > ACER 4 „% 3 
. Seven Biſhops were ſent to the Toer, and another, 
1 (the Biſhop of London) who ſtood moſt in the Gap, 
= was himſelf ain pra for not Suſpendins , con- 
trary to Law, a Reverend Divine, Eminent in the 
WM Church as well for his Zeal againſt Popery, as for 
1 his great Learning and Integrity. (Dr. Sharp, now 
iff Archbiſbop of Tork. )- ) 3 
| Thus it far'd with the Enxgliſp Church and Clergy, 
1 but much worſe with the Iriſb. In what Deſolation. 
l and Diſtraction was that poor Church and Kingdom? 
1 Popery was there triumphant : High Mais fa in a 
Collegiate Church in Dublin: Friers ſetœœu 11 Con- 
vents, and walking in the Streets in cheir Habits. 
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| Here I might enlarge, but that I ſpeak to an Audi- 
tory, whereof ſome have ſeen much more than I can 
tell them of thoſe Calamitous Times. 


Surely then, to be deliverd from all this, is a 
Bleſſing of ineſtimable Value. To have our Religion 
and our Laws reſtored. Our Biſhops and Clergy 
with their Flocks, and our People, ſecure. The 
Crown ſettled in the Proteſtant Line, and now 
Flouriſhing upon the Head of the Beſt of Queens, 
under whoſe Happy Adminiſtration we rejoyce in 
Safety. The Throne ftabliſh'd in Righreouſneſs, 
and adorn'd with the moſt Eminent and Shining Vir- 
tues of a Queen that Rightfully and Lawfully now 
does, and we all wiſh, may long fill and enjoy it. A 
Bleſſing added to all the reſt, which ſhould make us 
acknowledge with Thankful Hearts, that God has 
not only deliverd, but alſo doth deliver us. What 
remains is to conſider the Grounds of our hoping 
for future Deliverances : In whom we truſt that he 
will vet deliver us. : 


II. I. ſhall: not diſcourſe on theſe laſt Words of 
the Text in the General, but with reſpect to the Oc- 
caſion of our Meeting, and conſider what our Hopes 
are, that God will ſtill deliver us. 

That they are ſuch as leave room for Fears and 
Doubts, I think none will deny. St, Pauls Hopes 
in Eins Gaſt; were not, I believe, arrived to a full 
Aſſuranca udeed, no Hope whatever, that is not 
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Founded upon a Divine Revelation of God's abſo- 
lute Decree in a Matter, can exclude all Doubting ; 
and that I ſuppoſe the Apoſtle himſelf had not. 
Only he gather'd from probable Conſequences, that 
God would till deliver him and his Brethren : As. 


in 1. Philip. 24, 25. when he was in a ſtreight be- 


twixt Life and Death, whether of the two he ſhould 
defire ; he determined it was better for him in re- 
ſpe& of himſelf to dye, and be with. Chriſt. But 
Grice it was more neceſſary for them that he ſhould 


live; he concluded with a kihd off Aſſurance, That 


he not only hoped, but knew he ſhould continue with 
them for the furtherance and joy of their Faith. 
But whether this Knowledge did cxclude all Doubt- 


ing and Uncertainty, I queſtion. However, it did 


not ſo always; and I am fure it does not in our 


Cale. 


We have. many, too many (God knows) Grounds 


of fad Fears; but if theſe do not outweigh our 


Hopes, if we have, notwithſtanding them, good Rea- 
ſon for a probable Concluſion, That God wil deliver 
ws, it is enough to my purpoſe. And that I may fully 
and truly examine the Reafons of our Hopes, I muſt 
allo confider the Grounds-of our Fears. With which 
begin, and they are ſuch as theſe, 


Furſt, When there is a perverſe, ſtubborn, re- 
fractory and ungovernable Humour in Men, that they 
will not ſubmit to the Ordinances of their Superidrs, 
nor obey the wholſome Laws of either il or Ec- 
| ie 
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cleſiaſtical Governors; much more when they Cen- 


ſure the Actions, and Deſpiſe the Counſels of thoſe 
that are over them : When they have loſt all Re- 
verence and Regard for the Supreme Power. 
Theſe are the Seeds of Diſturbance and Diſorder, 
and will quickly grow up into Tumults and Rebel- 


lion. 


Secondly, Diviſions are great Grounds of Fear, when 


one draws one way, and almoſt every one a contrary 


Way. That 5 Houſe or Kingdom which does ſo, 
and that is divided againſt it ſelf, cannot ſtand, has 


been a received Obſervation. And how can it be 


other wiſe, where there is want of Love to one ano- 
ther? Love is as the Com that unites and holds 


together the Stones of ſeveral Figures and Bigneſſes, 


ſo as they all make one ſtrong Wall. But when the 


Stones are laid without this Cement, they are more 


eafily ſeparated, and the Building falls. 


When Men are divided in their Opinions and Af- 


Fra 


Dy into what numberleſs little Parr ies and 


ions do they run into? and how are ſuch Dif- 


ferences «xomented and kept up by Heats and Ani- 
moſities? And as they are, for the moſt part, for 
want of Love; ſo they deſtroy that Good-Will, 


which ought to be amongſt Fellow - Chriſtians and 


Countrymen. Fn 
Thirdly, Fickleneſs and Wavering, Doubtfulneſs 


ang Uncertainty in the Controverſies agitated be- 
twixt #!e+:nd the Romaniſts, is another Ground of 


Fear Ana ſome are thus, becauſe they have not yet 
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ſtudied, nor taken time to confider them: Or have 
been impoſed upon by ſome fallacious Arguments, 
which are built on a Sandy Foundation. Such as 
the Antiquity and Catholiciſm of their Doctrines, 
which are pretended, tho' after full and frequent 
Conviction that they are not fo. . HET THO 
This bold, but groundleſs taking to themſelves 
the Title of Catholicks, and the Men of the Old 
Religion, carries away ſome. But that which more 
Univerſally threatens Mens Falling away, is the 
want of True Goodneſs, and the entertaining a fa- 
vourable Opinion of the Romiſb Religion. ET 


Now how this comes to paſs; that ſome Men, tho? 
very zealous Proteſtants, are brought to have a fa- 
vourable Opinion of Papiſts, I have obſerved to be 
this. When they have been furiouſly, but ignorant- 
ty and fooliſhly Zealous againſt Popery, they ha- 
ted and exclaimed againſt it, but knew not #hy- 
And when they have met with ſome Skilful Tlecei- 
vers, who have expoſed their Ignorant Zeal ; They 
have been convinced of their own Folly, and thought, 
that a bad Cauſe , which they had fo weakly main- 
rained : And then they preſently run over to the 
other, and are as furious and vehement for the 
Church of Rome, with as little Reaſon, as they were 
' againſt it. Or when they had been fe 


Anarchy and Confuſion, and many miſchievous Con- 

fequences which were brought in by the ohe r Ene- 

mies of the Church of England, who Tiifted of 
their Averfon to the Church of Rome: And l. ated 
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her to that degree, that to have nothing to do with 


her, they not only Reform d from her Corruptions, 


but alſo from her beſt Practices, even from the Uſe 


of the Lord's Prayer, and many other Excellent 
Forms of Prayer: I ſay, ſome Men, when they faw,. 
and perhaps felt the Ill Conſequences of ſuch a Re- 
formation, they have been tempted to think better 


of the Church of Rome. And to avoid one Ex- 


treme (as is common) have run into another, and 
a worſe. So dum vitantaſtulti vitia in contraria currum. 


Thus I have mentioned ſome of the juſt Grounds. 


of our Fears. Vet notwithſtanding all theſe Cau- 


ſes of Fear we have from our ſelves, our Sins, 


our Follies; the Falſeneſs of our Friends, and Sub- 
tilty of our Enemies: And tho the Malice and Power 


of Hell were ſet againſt us; nay, which is more, tho” 


we have juſtly provoked the Divine Diſpleaſure a- 


gainſh us, in that we have not learnt Righteouſneſs 


by the Judgments he has ſent amongſt us, nor his 


Goodtleſs led us to fo general a Repentance as it 


ought. co. do: Vet 1 doubt not but I ſhall make it 


appear, thac we have ſtill cauſe. to hope, and that 


we may yet fay with St, Paul , That he who has 


and does, we truſt, wil 2 deliver Us. 


nn 


Frſt, The Firſt Ground of our Hope i is, that there 


are ſo many, ſo very good Men among us, who ſure- 
1 will engt he givem up to be butcher d by Men, that 
elight in Blood. If there had been Five Righteous 
* in 0 * it 9 been . And L doubt not 
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but we have many Thouſands amongſt us, that are 
Righteous in the Sight of God, to whom he will give 
Life Eternal. Why then may we not hope, that he 


will N them in this Life? Pfal. 33. 18. Behold 


the Eye of the Lord is upon them that fear bim. 
And when have we known a Righteous Nation de- 
ſtroy d? Tho Wickedneſs had broken in upon us, like 


a Deluge; yet, bleſſed be God, it did not overſpread 


the Land. There are Hundreds and - Thouſands of 


| Sincere and Honeft-Hearted*Chriftians , who keep 


themſelves undefiled, and their Garments are White; 


they follow the Lamb, where he goes: Such as mourn: 


for the Abominations of the Land; for the Abomi- | 
nations which others are guilty of; and ſhall we 
doubt, that theſe are not marked; nay, and that 


that Land will be ſpared for their ſakes.  - 


Kingdoms to Ruin, where are ſo many fineers 
Men, will ſtill preſerve us. Eſpecially. 


This however we cannot be ſure of, - becauſe the 
Over-ruling Providence, for Wiſe and Great Ends, 
leaves Men at Uncertainties, both for their own par- 


ticular Advantage in the future Life, and for the 
Good of all Poſterity: That they may aþhor, and 
be for ever juſtly prejudiced againſt that Religion, 


which is propagated by Treaſons and Aſſaſſinations, 


by Barbarous Murders, and Cruel Maſſacres. But 


yet we cannot but hope, that he who faves the Juſt, 

and protects the Honeſt and Innocent Man in this 

World; and whoſe Method has not been to give up 
2] 
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Knowledge taken from us; nor believe what is re- 
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Secondly, When theſe Good Men are maintaining a 
Good Cauſe, the Cauſe of Faith, and Holineſs, and 
Righteouſneſs ; and I am ſure Ours 1s ſuch ; this and 
no other, 1s the Cauſe we are maintaining againſt the 


Romaniſts. 


As for our Doctrines, we appeal to the Principles 


of Reaſon and Nature, the Foundations of all Socie- 
ties; to the Revelations in the Scriptures; to un- 
ſuſpected Antiquity, and the Belief of the Church 
for the firſt Three Hundred Years after Chriſt. Let 


us be tryed by theſe, before any that will be imparti- 


al, and we ſhall be found to be in the Truth. 


_ 'Tis Love to Goodneſs, that makes us ſo earneſtly. 


oppoſe theſe Men. We would not be engaged in the 


Superſtitions of Rome; we would not bow before 
Images, nor be deprived of the Cup of Bleſſing; nor 
T-ovithout Underſtanding ; nor have the Key of 


pugnant to our Underſtanding, as well as our Senſe ; - 


nor practiſe the worſt of Wickedneſs, Murders, . Re- 


bellions, Parricides, Treaſons and Aſſaſſinations, with 
the Warrant and Authority of Religion. 


- 


This is that we oppoſe, and proteſt againſt ; and 


- 


is not this the Cauſe o Goodneſs and Religion, for 


which we ſtand up? In ſhort, our Cauſe is a Cauſe 


| wherein. the Name and Honour of God, the Religi- 


on*of Jefys-Chriſt, the Salvation of our Souls, and 


1 


the Lav: _ 


our ſelves and Poſterity, are highly con- 


MW 
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cerned. May we not then ſay, That this is a good 
Cauſe, and that therefore we may hope and truſt, 
that God a ſtill deliver us. N 


Tybirdl , Another Ground of our Hope, that God 
will fall deliver us, is this; Who knows but now may 
prove the Time of healing our Diviſions, and making 
up our Brraches? That we, who have been broken 


in Pieces ſo long, may now at laſt unite in a Common 


Cauſe, wherein our Selves and our Families, our E- 
ſtates and our Lives, nay, our Religion and Souls are 
highly concern'd ? Why ſhould we not hope, at leaft 
wiſh, That they who have divided from our Eſtabliſh- 


ment, and ſeparated from our Communion, ſhould 


now be ſo ſenſible of the Miſchiefs that have enſued 
upon this, and the Advantage our Common Enemy 
has taken by it, as to reſolve to join themſelves with 
us; that we may not, by quarreling with one another, 
give them, who watch for it, an Opportunity ts de- 
ſtroy us both. > . 5 RRE tvs > 
Surely, if ever it was, it now is, a Time for all 
True-hearted Proteſtants, for all Good Chriſtians, 
for all Honeſt Men, and all Loyal Snbjects to unite. 
This, if it were effected, would, above any thing, 


give us good Grounds to hope, that God who has hi- 


our Help in the Name of the Lord, who mg. Seaven 
„ %%% 


therto, would ſill deliver us. #6, 15 

Let us then rememember the Tears that are paſt, the 
Tears of the Right Hand of the muſt high ; and encou- 
rage our Hope in him, from whom cometh ou dean, 
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Fw = And this will direct us better than any 


thing to the Duties of the Day. With which I ſhall 


conclude, and which do ariſe from the 1 on 


tion of our Deliverances. 


Firſt, T he firſt is to ent] in \ God upon all Occa. 


our Enemies beſet us on every fide, ſo that we can 


ſee no way to eſcape ; then God is our Refuge,, 
our Defence, our preſent Help in time of Need. 


We have found this very often, and God delights to 
manifeſt his Salvation, to us when we ſtand in moſt 


need of it. And when nothing elſe can deliver 15 


then his Power is made known in our Weaknels, 1 


ſions, and in the greateſt Dangers. We ſee how -_ 
He 1 1 able to deliver us, when we are in the worſt 
Circumſtances, and the neared to Deſtruction. When 


our Inability to help our ſelves. When vain is _ : 


. Help of Man, then our Help ſtandeth only in the 


Name of the Land... 
God has often ſuffer d his Church and People te to 
be in ſuch Streights, that there was no likely way to 


eſcape, but by a Divine Hand. That our Souls may 


always Wait upon Him: For of Him cometh our Salva- 


tion, Pfal. Ixij. 1. He only is our Rock, and our Salva- 


tion: He is our Defence, and hath been a Shelter 


for us, and a ſtrong Tower from our Enemy. 


 Srepndln_ We are 4 from the Conſideration 


of our i»hverances, to keep our ſelves always ſteady 
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and firm co our Duty, and to the True Religion. 
Danger 
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Danger is apt to ſtagger ſome Mens Minds; and 
when it comes near them, it makes them ſhrink 


, from their Duty, 
=_ But let us put our Truſt in God. Let us conſider 
1 how many great Dangers He has formerly deliver'd 
us from. And let this engage us to put a full Con- 
fidence in Him, and never to forſake Him; and He 
To never will forſake us: But will find ways to help us, 
to aſſiſt and deliver us in our greateſt Streights 
and Extremities for a good Cauſe, and the Sake 
of Religion. gs oe 


Thirdly, We learn hence not to Abuſe thoſe Mer- 
cies and Deliverances which God is pleaſed to grant 
us. When Danger is before us, we are apt to be 
more careful and circumſpect; more watchful over 
our Ways, and more mindful of God and Religion. 
Let us not grow more careleſs and diſſolute when 
that is removed. Let us not become worſe when the 
Rod is gone; end ſhew, that nothing will do us good 
but Correction: And that we are the worſe for God's 
Mercies and Deliverances; and that the better he is 
to us, the more ue provoke him to call for it again, 
and to viſit us in Anger and Judgment. For we may 
be well affured, that as God can mightily and won- 
derfully deliver, fo he can as ſtrangely and fuddenly 
bring Danger again upon us if he pleaſes. We 
muſt therefore not be fecure, but a ways depend : 
upon God and his Providence, by which H- keeps 
the Diſpoſal and Government of the World in his 

1 , Own 
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5 the Providence of Gd 


own Hands ; ſo that He can eafily alter and change 


them as He thinks fit ; and can find Ways as well to 


puniſh and chaſtiſe People when their Wickedneſs 
and Ingratitude deſerves it ; as to deliver them be- 


2 


yond all Humane Wiſdom and Foreſight, when they. 
are otherwiſe. Which ſhould keep us always in Awe, 
and make us afraid to provoke or diſpleaſe that God, 
who can turn the World as he pleaſes ; turn. the 
Wheel again upon us, and ſend a ſudden Judgment 
upon a People, whom he finds unworthy of a. Deli- 


verance. | 


 Lafily, We are taught, and we ought to expreſs. 
our Thankfulneſs to God by a permanent and laſting. 


Gratitude ; Not only by Thanking Him with our 


Lips, but by our Lives; By a conſtant and cheerful. 
Obedience, and endeavouring, to pleaſe Him in all 


our Ways, and to do every thing that is grateful and. 


acceptable to Him.. Which. 1s the only proper Re- 


turn for paſt Mercies and Deliverances, and the ; 


only Means to ſecure New ones: The only Ground 
| to hope, That as God has deliver'd Us from fo great: 
a Death, and doth deliver, fo He wall yet deliver us. 


Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant, c. Amen. 
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